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as an intimate historical, study and will be invaluable for students of Dante. 
The "Divine Comedy" bristles with personalities of life and politics which 
it calls for research to comprehend. Much of that .work has been wrought out 
with pleasant grace in these two volumes and will prove far more entertaining 
and valuable for instruction in this graceful form than if presented under the 
mechanical and other limitations of a commentary on the text. 

William Churchill. 

ANTHROPOGEOGRAPHY 

Lee Produits Coloniaux. Origine, Production, Commerce. Par G. 

Capus et D. Bois. xvi and 687 pp. Maps, ills., index. Armand Colin, Paris, 
1912. Fr. 7. lyi x 5. 

The colonies of France are so thinly sown about the world in its tropical 
and subtropical regions that this volume might very properly show in its 
title what it is in fact, an agronomic encyclopedia of the warm zone. From 
the very nature of things this work must find its largest bulk in vegetable pro- 
ducts. The animal and mineral "industries of the tropics occupy no commanding 
position in the economics of life between Cancer and Capricorn. Such, however, 
as have been at all exploited will here be found satisfactorily treated; we 
note in passing a report upon edible bird's nests which elsewhere it would be 
difficult to find. The character of the information recorded is essentially practical 
and economic. There is little technical information, but the lack is more than 
made up by directions for cultivating and for marketing the product. The 
illustrations are uniformly valuable and for the most part they appear to have 
been made expressly for this work. But the index is disappointing; for a single 
instance, we may cite the crosne excellently pictured on page 105 ; neither under 
that nor its systematic name of Stachys, does the index so much as mention it. 

William Churchill. 

Le Sol et l'Etat. (Geographic Sociale.) Par Camille Vallaux. xii and 420 pp. 

Maps, index. Octave Doin et Fils., Paris, 19,11. Fr. 5. 7% x 5. 

There are many interesting things in the book, but they lack coherence. 
Here is a sort of geography that is only disjecta membra. In the first place, 
the work will appear to most geographers highly metaphysical. The very style 
is involved beyond French precedents. Sentences may be found quite half 
a page in length. A good part of the work looks for geographic causation or 
control in the formation of states with the net result of doubting that there is 
any such control. Then a positive principle is found which the author calls dif- 
ferentiation. States, it seems, arise at points of strong physical contrast or 
transition. The present writer does not find the idea clear or definite. The 
most glaring inconsistency is the argument showing why India has never been 
able to originate a strong, unified, autochthonous state. It is because, we are 
told, the people of India live almost wholly in the least differentiated parts 
of the country. We are not told why the differentiated regions that ought to 
beget states are in India avoided by men, but we cannot help wondering 
whether the people themselves may not have something to do with it. 
Vallaux's whole work appears to neglect reactions of man to nature's actions. 
Sugar is one thing to alcohol, another to sulphuric acid and yet another to 
water. So the forest of Northern Europe was one thing to the men of the 
stone age, another to the early men of the iron age and another to the men of 
to-day. 

Ratzel is defended for regarding lines of communication as largely political 
rather than economic, as the "ordinary view" holds. Among the arguments in 
support, we find the suggestion that we should not look at modern systems of 
roads, but old Roman road-systems rather. Then we shall easily see the domin- 
ance of politics. Of course, if we select a period when policy was the only 
motive possible. In that way one may prove anything. For the author's style, 
take his final summary of the notion of the geography of the state. "Cest 
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la notion d'une differentiation sans cesse elarge, qui ne nie point la dependance 
de la societe politique a l'egard du sol, mais qui a cote de I 'adaptation passive 
et du determinisme naturel, 'reconnait la part legitime de I'adaptation active 
et du determinisme social." Mark Jefferson. 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Neue Grundlagen der BXeteorologie. Von Paul Hoitsy. 107 pp. Maps. 

Franklin-Verein, Budapest, igii. Mk. 2. 10x7. 

The author has well named his book. The Grundlagen are not only new, 
but most meteorologists will consider them unsafe. When the sun and moon 
are in certain special relations to one another, and to the earth, there results 
(so says the author) an effect upon pressure distribution on the earth's surface, 
which, in turn, controls weather. The peculiar astronomical combination can 
be predicted in advance. Hence long-range forecasts are possible. The critical 
dates for the year 1912 are given in an appendix. The author expresses his 
disbelief in the old superstitions which have to do with the relations between 
the moon's phases, and the moon's attraction, and the weather. His studies have 
led him too in a new direction in which he believes meteorology can make rapid 
advance. He gives no law governing the development of weather in general, 
but considers that certain cyclones and anticyclones, of a special origin, 
which appear at certain critical times, are controlled by this combination of 
solar and lunar influences. These special pressures and weather conditions 
repeat themselves with such regularity that even exceptions do not occur. 
The author modestly says that, although unable himself to establish the general 
laws of weather sequence, he has indicated the way for others to follow. 

R. DeC. Ward. 

Grandeur et Figure de la Terre. Par J. B. J. Delambre. Ouvrage 
augmente de notes, de cartes et publie par les soins de G. Bigourdan. viii and 
401pp. Gauthier-Villars, Paris, 1912. 15 frs. 10x6^. 

We have one of Delambre's two posthumous works in this account of the 
first attempt to determine the size of the earth by actual measurement. Bi- 
gourdan's careful revision of the original sees light opportunely in the wake 
of his countrymen's labors in Ecuador and Peru. He has amplified Delambre's 
manuscript, the additions or alterations having been placed in brackets or 
parentheses. The original character of the work has been preserved neverthless 
so that a technical version of the "first arc measurements is laid before the 
reader's eyes. Beginning with the first determination of the French meridian 
and an arc of a great circle in Lapland, the account of degree measurements 
made after 1800 is set forth in Delambre's wonted style. 

The unfinished condition of the original is felt despite Bigourdan's ably 
prosecuted task. He cannot be blamed for omissions arising from this source. 
His thoroughness is exemplified by the insertion of maps which Delambre had 
altogether failed to provide. 

The work possesses historical value which is bound to strike the attention 
of geographers interested in the growth of modern methods of determining 
the diameter of the earth. Leon Dominian. 

BIOGRAPHY 

Michael Heilprin and His Sons. A Biography. By Gustav Pollak. xv 
and 540 pp. Ills. Dodd, Mead & Co ., New York, 19 12. $3.50. 9x6^. 

To those who knew the Heilprins, this volume will serve as a memorial 
wholly worthy of the subject, a great father and two sons who left their mark 
upon their time. Yet, that is but narrowing the value of such a work as 
this. When sciolism is so well placed, when education seems so obscured in 
the rush for degrees and yet more degrees and the examination paper is the 



